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2016 BORDEAUX EN PRIMEUR 
 
Now that all the wines have been released, and the campaign is drawing to a close, we are still able to 
offer the following wines, all with outstanding reviews: 
 
 

 
 
2016 Château Sénéjac, Cru Bourgeois Haut Médoc 
£120.00 per 12 bottles in bond 
“Dense and layered with blueberry and chocolate character. Medium body, fine tannins and a 
flavorful finish. Racy and refined already.” 
92-93 points, James Suckling - jamessuckling.com March 2017 
 
 
 

 
 
2016 Château Lacoste Borie, Pauillac, 2nd wine of Château Grand Puy Lacoste 
£225.00 per 12 bottles in bond 
“The 2016 Lacoste-Borie is a blend of 61% Cabernet Sauvignon, 29% Merlot and 10% Cabernet 
Franc, cropped at 50 hectoliters per hectare. It has a clean and precise bouquet, not as complex as 
some of its peers, yet with thoroughly enjoyable raspberry and blackcurrant leaf tinged with 
cedar. The palate is medium-bodied with grippy, slightly dry tannin on the entry, hints of dark 
chocolate interlacing the black fruit with a touch of cracked black pepper on the finish.”  
88-90 points, Neal Martin, RobertParker.com 

mailto:info@clarionwines.co.uk
http://www.clarionwines.co.uk


 

 
 
2016 Château Talbot, 4ème Cru St Julien 
£492.00 per 12 bottles in bond 
The 2016 Talbot has a conservative bouquet with slightly leafy black fruit, a subtle earthiness that 
percolates through with time. At first, the aromatics seem standoffish, but you gradually warm to 
its charms. The palate is medium-bodied with crisp and tensile tannin. There is an edginess to this 
Talbot, and it does not quite possess the harmony and charm of other Saint Julien 2016s. But, 
there is personality here - a bit curmudgeonly and yet you keep going back to take another sip. 
One to watch. 
90-92 points, Neal Martin – Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate #230 April 2017 
 
 
 

 
 
2016 Château Brane Cantenac, 2ème Cru Margaux 
£630.00 per 12 bottles in bond 
The 2016 Brane-Cantenac is a blend of 70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 27% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc 
and 1% Carmenere picked from 22 September until 17 October (the tiny parcel of Carmenere 
picked three days later). The yields came in at 51 hectoliters per hectare and it is matured in 75% 
new oak and 25% one-year-old barrels, the final alcohol level 13.3%. It has a beautifully defined, 
very detailed bouquet with mineral-rich black fruit laced with cedar and graphite notes, living up 
to its nom de plume as the "Pauillac of Margaux." The palate is simply the best that I have ever 
tasted at the estate, without question. This has presence, but also weightlessness, filigree tannin 
and perfectly pitched acidity, with real intensity and drive. The tension here is outstanding and the 
persistence is incredibly long. It is not the showiest of all the 2016s by a long stretch, and yet it is 
everything you could possibly want from a Margaux. Like Beychevelle this year, the 2016 Brane-
Cantenac puts recent vintages in the shade, thanks not only to the growing season, but also a new 
punching down system in their gravity-fed winery that was completed in 2015. The 2016 is a 
benchmark against which future vintages will be compared. 
96-98 points, Neal Martin – Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate #230 April 2017 



 

 
 
2016 Château Grand Puy Lacoste, 5ème Cru Pauillac 
£735.00 per 12 bottles in bond 
The 2016 Grand-Puy-Lacoste is a blend of 79% Cabernet Sauvignon and 21% Merlot that matured in 75% 
new oak. It has 13.3% alcohol this year. It has an extraordinarily pure bouquet with blackberry, briary, 
touches of pencil shaving and cedar aromas--quintessential Grand-Puy-Lacoste, basically. The palate is 
medium-bodied with very fine tannin. Gone are the days when this Pauillac was as hard as nails for the first 
decade. The tannins are nowadays much finer and the acidity lends this tension and plenty of freshness. 
There is an effortless quality to this Pauillac with wonderful length and such finesse on the finish that you 
immediately want to go back and re-taste it. Like so many others, this improved with aeration, gaining ever 
more harmony and precision. What a brilliant wine. It is classic Pauillac to its core.  
95-97 points, Neal Martin – Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate #230 April 2017 
 
 
 

 
 
2016 Château Léoville Poyferré, 2ème Cru St Julien 
£785.00 per 12 bottles in bond 
The 2016 Leoville-Poyferre is a blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 33% Merlot, 5% Petit Verdot and 2% 
Cabernet Franc. Didier Cuvelier told me that color leeched out naturally and he conducted an 8 day pre-
fermentation maceration. Matured in 80% new oak with some malolactic in barrel, it has a typical bouquet 
for this estate with opulent but neatly controlled, billowing scents of black cherries, black plum, crème de 
cassis and violets. The palate is beautifully balanced with fine tannin, a killer line of acidity and perhaps one 
of the most harmonious Poyferré that I have encountered at this juncture. It just glides across the mouth 
and slips down the throat with consummate ease. Superb. 
95-97 points, Neal Martin – Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate #230 April 2017 
 
 
 



 

 
 
2016 Château Ducru Beaucaillou, 2ème Cru St Julien 
£1,695.00 per 12 bottles in bond 
The 2016 Ducru Beaucaillou is a blend of 85% Cabernet Sauvignon and 15% Merlot cropped at 36 
hectoliters per hectare between 24 September and 14 October and matured in 100% new oak barrels (for a 
total of 18 months).  The alcohol level comes in at 13.63% with a pH of 3.71. The bouquet is very closed at 
first, and so I aerated the Grand Vin by transferring from one glass to another. It gradually unfurls to reveal 
scents of blackberry, bilberry, cedar and a touch of pencil lead. The palate is medium-bodied with a firm 
backbone cloaked in layers of black fruit. The new oak is probably more present here than some of its 
peers, but there is more than sufficient substance to absorb that. The mineralité surfaces right towards the 
persistent finish, completing what is a Ducru Beaucaillou built for the long term. 
96-98 points, Neal Martin – Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate #230 April 2017 
 

 
2016 Château La Mission Haut Brion Rouge, Cru Classé Graves 
£1,950.00 per 6 bottles in bond 
The 2016 La Mission Haut Brion is a blend of 57.5% Merlot and 42.5% Cabernet Sauvignon picked between 
19 September and 14 October, one of the longest ever. "We had to be patient and wait for each plot," 
Jean-Philippe Delmas told me. "It took longer than usual." As is customary, I allowed my sample, and 
likewise all the wines poured at this tasting, around 40-45 minutes to open since they always transform in 
the glass. It has a clean and precise, quite understated bouquet with fine mineralité, cold stone aromas 
infusing the black fruit. This has incredible precision, perhaps even more pixelated than the "gaff over the 
road" Haut-Brion. The palate is medium-bodied with supple and lithe tannin. I appreciate the line of acidity 
here, the smoothness and harmony that takes your breath away. Every atom is infused with life-affirming 
freshness. It is a wine bridled with incredible focus and delineation. I thought that the 2015 La Mission 
Haut-Brion flirted with perfection. The 2016 has that extra edge, a "je ne sais quoi" that leaves you reaching 
for the thesaurus looking for superlatives. 
98-100 points, Neal Martin – Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate #230 April 2017 
 
 



 
 
Terms & Conditions: 
 
Wines are offered subject to availability. 
 
Please add £15.00 per case for magnums or halves 
 
Orders with a value of £200 in bond or more will be delivered free of charge to any single UK 
mainland address.  Orders below this value, or orders with multiple deliveries where individual 
deliveries carry a value below £200 in bond, will attract a delivery charge of £15 including VAT. 
 
The wines will be shipped in Spring 2019, at which point you may either: 

a) have your wines delivered to your title under bond or 
b) have your wines delivered duty paid. 

 
In Bond transfer fees and/or delivery as applicable, and duty and VAT at the prevailing rate on 
clearance from bond, must be settled by cheque, debit card or direct transfer (not credit card 
please, as these charges are passed on at cost) prior to transfer or delivery. 
 
 
 
For a full set of our Terms and Conditions, please see the relevant page of our website 
 


